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circumstances to allow the unity of the party to be broken and
the instrument of dominion to be thus destroyed.
Is National Socialism the "Salvation Army of German
patriotism," as a cynical critic maintained? There is something
in the idea. The movement has made the small traders and
lower middle class its backbone, instead of the Storm Troopers.
And the whole machinery of the party is built up out of lower
middle-class elements. But it would be a great mistake to over-
look the essential feature of the organizations, their very
practical and extremely effective character as instruments of
dominion, as the machinery of continuous terrorism and repres-
sion. The tasks the machinery of domination has to fulfil are:
the permanent revolutionizing of the mass of party followers,
the keeping alive of their will to fight, and the maintenance of
the dynamic character of the movement. The rank and file have
to be kept continually on the move and continually under
tension. They have to be controlled down to the smallest
detail in their whole lives. They have to be kept entirely
dependent and under supervision, and prevented from giving
way to any undisciplined impulse of their own. Each member
of the rank and file of the party must be made to associate his
whole existence with the party, and to identify himself entirely
with the party, by the continued fear that if he does not do so
he will be robbed of his livelihood. The rank and file must be
made to feel that they are continually under observation, and
must be kept in continual restlessness and insecurity, in a
permanent state of uneasy conscience and fear. These tasks
yield certain principles of organization, which amount in the
end to this: the machinery must be absolutely watertight, and it
must embrace every side of life. There must be no zones of
immunity.
A further principle, that of finding as far as possible some
official duty for everybody, ia order to keep everybody actively
associated with the movement, and to create a universal sense of